Dr. Bowen was subsequently blacklisted for "disobedience of order," a status that continued in effect until 1875 and which would have prevented him from entering into any further terms of enlistment as a contract surgeon with the U.S. Army. Apparently Bowen did not seek to obtain another contract nor did he know about the blacklisting since he waited eight years to have the charge removed. Meanwhile, he had returned to Washington, D.C., and set up practice as a private physician, applying to Walt Whitman early in 1868 for a letter of recommendation to the place of Police Surgeon in Washington.
Whitman, who probably knew nothing about the blacklisting either, praised Dr. Bowen in his recommendatory letter as "an intuitive physician." He had often witnessed Bowen treating injured soldiers at the Army hospitals in Washington. 
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There is no record that Dr. Bowen received an appointment to the position of Police Surgeon in Washington, and it is not possible to determine whether the black mark against his name on the military records filed at the Surgeon General's office had any influence on the decision of either Dr. Baldwin or the city council.
In 1875-eight years after having been officially blacklisted-Dr. Bowen made a successful effort to clear his name. He wrote to Major General Joseph H. Barnes of the Surgeon General's office in Washington on October 21, 1875, asking "if any charges are against me, can I do anything to have said charges removed."8 · Assistant Surgeon General Charles H. Crane replied by letter dated October 27, 1875, "There are no means known to this office whereby your record can be changed."9 On December 14,1875, Bowen again wrote to Major General Barnes and petitioned him to remove the charges, stating he had been "credibly informed that a stain appears in the records of your office against me, at the termination of my services as Acting Asst. Surg. U.S.A., and feeling desirous of removing if possible the stigma attached to my name from official records ... I have the honor to respectfully call you attention to the following relations of facts, and beg you will give my statement due consideration, and relieve me of any unjustly imputed charge that now rests upon me."lO He went on in his three-page letter to provide an account of why he had failed to report to the Post at Greensboro, Mississippi, on May 1, 1867. It seems while en route from Vicksburg to Greensboro Bowen stopped overnight in Jackson, Mississippi, and received a telegram from his brother-in-law announcing the illness of Bowen's father-in-law and requesting his immediate return. Dr. Bowen decided to go back to Washington, where he reported to the Surgeon General stating the circumstances of his non-compliance of orders. The same Assistant Surgeon Dr. J. S. Billings (to or by whom the order "put a black mark against his name" was written about two weeks later on that May 12, 1867 memorandum received from Colonel Smith in Vicksburg) informed Bowen that his contract would be annulled, as Dr. Bowen had requested. Dr. Bowen ended his letter with the appeal to Major General Barnes to "generously cause a review of facts, and if adjudged 'not guilty' exonerate me from the disagreeable charge now appearing against me." Along with his petition he also enclosed letters of reference from former commanding officers and surgeons under whom he had performed his duties during the War. Exactly one week later, on December 21, 1875, Dr. Bowen received from C. H. Crane, Assistant Surgeon General, the good news that "I am instructed by the Surgeon General to inform you that you are absolved from the charge of desertion and restored to your former status upon the records of this office." I I Dr. Charles H. Bowen's name was officially erased from the Black List by order of General Crane on December 21, 1875.
There is, incidental to Dr. Bowen's military history, one side note of additional interest. Barely nine days after Walt Whitman wrote his March 4, 1868 letter on behalf of Dr. Bowen for the position of Police Surgeon, he answered an inquiry about a position in Washington from Dr. O. K. Sammis, a physician Walt had known some years earlier in Brooklyn, New York. Responding to Dr. Sammis on March 13, 1868, Whitman wrote: "My dear Doctor, Your note has just come to hand, stating that you intend a visit to Washington, & desire a situation. My friend, if that is your sole object here, & you depend upon any thing of that kind, (unless you have some special friend who has great influence, or offices at his disposal,) I seriously advise you against any such enterprise. I myself have no influence at all, 28 being a mere clerk, & of low grade -& our office is in confusion -the Attorney General having yesterday resigned his place -." 12 Little more than a week earlier Whitman had used his personal influence (as well as office if the Attorney General's letterhead carried authority) -then denied he had any influence or office to use. That the Attorney General, Herny Stanbery, resigned on March 11 to serve as one of President Johnson's counsels during his impeachment proceedings and left the office in confusion provided Walt an excuse that was convenient since it further released him from the favor he had just performed for Dr. Bowen.
